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because his breeding made him so, and very little
else except the dash of romance which he could
scarcely avoid, and which he owed to his birth, his
wealth, his youth, and his personal good looks.
This dash of obvious romance, indeed, had almost
sufficed to prejudice Anquetil against the boy from
the start. Even the additional qualities of a good
landlord, of a good country gentleman in fact,
inherited but respect-worthy, would not have
added much to Sebastian's interest in AnquetiPs
eyes. He would have taken such qualities for
granted; and, as it happened, had been given an
opportunity of observing them for himself, for after
their gallop they had ridden over to several farms
and cottages undergoing improvement or repair,
where Anquetil had recorded Sebastian's easy
manner with his tenants and his evident familiar-
ity with their affairs. So far so good, but it was not
enough. On such attributes, Sebastian might be
comfortably pigeon-holed with other young men
in an equally fortunate position, and dismissed
from AnquetiPs mind. But, fully expecting to
arrive at some such conclusion, he had watched
the boy, and still had found his expectation un-
satisfied. This colt was not really broken to the
bridle; perhaps never would be. Though, to be
sure, he might carry his rider tamely for a year or
more before bucking him off,

Moreover, Anquetil, who was sensitive in sucli
things, had discerned in Sebastian that day some-
thing which he took to be a special wildness* Of
course, he knew the boy so little that it was difficult